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SUPPLY BILL 2017 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 28 June. 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [2.44 pm] — in reply: 
I understand Hon Darren West is away on urgent parliamentary business; however, he had indicated he concluded 
his remarks. 

It has been a few weeks since we last dealt with the Supply Bill 2017. If I can remind members in this place — 

Hon Peter Collier: Are you going to talk on this? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: It is my second reading reply. 

Hon Peter Collier: Is this your reply? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Indeed. 

Hon Peter Collier: I will try to keep up! 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: That is okay. 

I thought I would remind members that lots of members of this place made a contribution on this bill in late June. 
I thank all members who made a contribution. Many members took the opportunity to raise issues about their 
electorate, and I appreciate those, and I will certainly address a number of the remarks made during the debate. 

Members will remember that the Supply Bill 2017 seeks supply and appropriation from the consolidated account 
for recurrent and capital purposes during the 2017–18 financial year of $12.187 billion, pending the passage of the 
consolidated account appropriation bills for the year ending 30 June 2018. As outlined in my second reading 
speech, the amount in the Supply Bill is based on 50 per cent of appropriations approved by Parliament for the 
2016–17 financial year. These moneys may be issued and applied to the works, services and purposes for which 
the consolidated account will be appropriated for by Parliament, once the appropriation bills are passed post budget 
for the financial year ending 30 June 2018. I have mentioned previously that the bill is administrative in nature, 
and is required to support the provision of appropriation funding of public services until the passage of the 
later-than-usual post-election budget this year. In essence, the provision of supply through the bill keeps the lights 
on until the budget bills are passed in around November of this year. In keeping with previous supply bills and 
equivalent legislation going back to before the time of Federation, the bill prescribes a general monetary limit on 
the drawings against the consolidated account. This provides enough flexibility to provide funding for services 
previously approved by Parliament during last year’s budget, while allowing cashflow management to vary 
spending between agencies to deal with short-term movements in spending. Once the budget bills are passed, 
supply for the full year will replace the authorisation granted by this bill. 

During his remarks, Hon Dr Steve Thomas asked about the average public servant’s salary in the context of the 
government’s $1 000 increase in wages policy. For the information of the chamber, the average salary in the 
general government sector is around $85 000, with almost one-third of employees expected to receive 
a 1.5 per cent or more increase under this policy. The member pointed out that this will be a crucial part of our 
spending control, and seeks to spread some of the burden of budget repair to those with slightly more capacity to 
bear the burden. The member also asked how much of the Supply Bill 2017 authorisation would be allocated to 
interest costs. Treasury expects that at current rates, and depending on when new borrowings are drawn in the first 
half of the year, consolidated account interest charges will amount to around $370 million, or three per cent of the 
supply authorisation. 

For other services and in general terms, around half of the appropriations approved in last year’s budget will be 
allocated to agencies in line with the calculation of the amount shown in the bill. There may be some agencies that 
will get slightly more and some slightly less, depending on variations in cash spending requirements compared 
with last year, such as the differences in vacancy rates, the number of pay periods applying to an agency’s staff, 
the timing of grant programs and other spending movements. Capital appropriations are expected to be rationed to 
the funding of works that are underway or contracted to commence, and will be sensitive to cash flows for those 
projects that progress during the coming six months. As I said previously, this Supply Bill will ensure that we can 
keep the lights on and will deliver core services already approved by the Parliament in the lead-up to the passage 
of the coming budget. Once again, I thank honourable members for their contributions to the debate. I have ensured 
that the Treasurer’s office has received a copy of all the comments made during the debate so that other issues 
raised will be addressed or, at the very least, brought to his attention. With that, I commend the bill to the house. 
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Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Committee 

The Deputy Chair of Committees (Hon Martin Aldridge) in the chair; Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Environment) 
in charge of the bill. 

Clause 1: Short title — 

Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: Can I just say, minister, that was a very good summing-up. It was fantastic to see 
that those key issues from the Loan Bill to the Supply Bill were addressed, and I thank the minister for the 
information he presented. I suspect that I will be the only person speaking in the Committee of the Whole on this 
Supply Bill. In that same process of garnering additional information, during the six weeks the house was not 
sitting I asked the minister to ask the Treasurer to ask Treasury to provide a quantification of additional revenues 
received by the state that might have been projected over the longer term. I do not propose to drag this out, but 
I wonder whether Treasury was able to come up with an estimation of that. I am interested in whether the minister 
has an answer. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: I have to apologise. For the information of the house, Hon Steve Thomas emailed 
my office during the recess with a couple of issues, one being about briefings and the second with questions about 
the Supply Bill. My office diligently arranged the members’ briefings; however, staff did not pass on the questions 
to the Treasurer’s office until very late in the piece. I have a response for the member today but I recognise some 
more work will need to be done on some of the questions. 

Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: I am happy for the minister to hold over those questions and present them to me all 
at once at a later date, because it is only an information-gathering exercise. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Thank you, member. I appreciate the member’s support in this matter. We have been 
able to get some answers but it is fair to say the officers who will need to do the work are in Treasury. The member 
requested some analysis be done by Treasury officers, who are a bit under the pump at the moment on their annual 
report as well as on budget details. They are working diligently on that at the moment. I am very happy to ensure 
that, post-budget, the analysis is done by Treasury and I will come back to the house. But I will come back to the 
member and give him the information behind the Chair. At some appropriate time, I will provide the information 
to the whole house for the whole house to consider it. 

Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: That is fine with me. 

Clause put and passed. 

Clauses 2 to 4 put and passed. 

Title put and passed. 

Report 

Bill reported, without amendment, and the report adopted. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Environment), and passed. 
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